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Co-Claius, Ruaking Members and Members of the Cotnmirree, thank vou for aliowing me to subuit wriceen
testimony on Seaate Bill 136, An Act Concerning New wnd Revised Frogeams of Noo-Prolit Independent
Lastitutions of Migher Educadon.

‘I'he University is concerned about this legislation which would exempt Connectient nen-prefit independoeny
instimtions of higher education from having new and revised academic programs reviewed and approved by
the Depattment of Higher Educagon, T we accept that DHE oversight 2and approval of academic
programming serves the public intercst by énsuring that minmal sindards of quality and currency are mer,
then these consideratons suesly apply to pmgmmﬂling in both the poblic znd the pz:iv_acc 5aCtOL, _Wc believe
that the current DHIE process is faix to all sectors of Connecticut’s higher cducnion system and should not
be changed.  This process allows all institutions to be aware of new programs as they undergo review and
provides a level playing ficld for cvery college nd university in Connecticut.  If non-profit ndepeadent
instimtons are exempled, those insdtutions condd begin offering programs immedintely while public
instirations woutd have to uadergo the DHE soview and approval process which takes 3-6 months.

We encourage the Comuaittee to keep the eurent DEE revicw and approval process in plice o ensure that
Connecticurs public colleges and universities axe notsra competitve disadvantage

Thank you for your consideragon and continued suppott of the Untversity of Connucticut.
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